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OMBINING fun with creativity,
Ekaterina Vygodskaya firom Russia
makes toys with a purpose. Her year-
old brand, named after her Indian
name Agnidata, is aimed at addinga
generous portion of fun to the pro-
cess of education. The toys that are
3D cut-outs can trigger your tots’
imagination, says AgniJata. “While
cutting out and folding a funny toy, a
child's mind goes deep into the 3D
world, understands shape and vol-
ume and begins understanding
crafts, "sheexplains,

Backstory

Originally from St Petersburg,
Vygodskaya played with paper
—cutting, folding and gluing—as a
child, and says she owes her creativ-
ity to her father, who spent his last
yearsdesigningeducational toysfor
blindchildren.Speakingabout what
drew her to Auroville, she says, "'l
first heard about it in 2002 and there
was no doubt that I wanted to live

here and participate in the experi-
ence of consciousevolution of man-
Kindthatwasinitiatedby theMother
and Sri Aurobindo. I also love India
forits beauty, sincerity and depth in
everything — people, smiles, gods,
nature,” she offers

After the Tsunamika
The idea for Agnidata came to her
in 2005 when she was working on

the Tsunamika Project al the
Pondicherry-based Upasana
Design Studio. "Tsunamika is a
small doll that helped hundreds of
women living on the sea shore sun-
vive after the tsunami. The idea of
Upasana was fantastic— that wom-
en were producing these funny
dolls whichwereneversold! Thad lo
design paper products with the
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Tsunamlka doll. I'irst there were
posteards, fridgestickersand small
notepads. Later, I started creating
educational toys with Tsunamika
—checkers and craft sets and Inter,
Tsunamika's friends —lion, ele-
phant, cow and donkey!" she
explains. She deeided to start her
own unit to include other animals
like the whale, tiger, kangaroo,
monkey, turtle and zebra.

What you get
Available as ‘eraft sets' (at T140
onwards) like Safari, Funny Farm,
India, Australia and Cats and Dogs,
each toy has region-specific animals
introducing tots to geography " For
instance, in Australia you can play
with the kangaroo— you see, It is car-
rying its baby in the pouch on the bel-
ly!— and koala, penguin and frilled-

Rock-enthusiasts have another
great night to look forward to,
with this month’s edition of
live SecSatPondy featuring
four interesting acts. To Kick-
starttheshow is a performance
of ethnie folk songs from the
Bahour region of Puducherry
by Balad and group, Louise
Robinson from the UK and Jod
from France call theirmusie, "'a
multilingual eocktail of the old
and the new, with a twist,”

. Covering popular acoustic

I numbers like Hotel California
and Alsha, Robinson will
attempt to sing the Hindl hit
Woh Lam#he, "If all goes accord-
ing to plan," sheadds.

Acld QuartetiromBangalore,
promises postroek and progres-
sive rock numbers, both covers
and original compositions, “We
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neckedlizard —hemakes hisnecklace
bright and big, when he is fright-
ened—" explains Vygodskaya, adding
that the toys help develop motor skills
and the tactile sense and prepares fots
for further studies in subjects like
geometryvanddesign.“Thetoysappeal
tothose aged from6to %), asthereisno
age limit for fun and happiness! If par-
ents join the game, a simple family
eveningean transform intoafantastic
adventure,' shesays.

Up next

“I would like to introduce ‘Agnijata
— Educational toys' toschools, as the
more interesting the process of edu-
cation, the better results Kids will
achieve,” ofTers Vygodskaya. She has
recently collaborated with Laila
Games, Auroville to produce
‘Coconaka’ for older kids. ‘Evolut-
ion,’ created by a Russian biologist is
alsoready tobelaunched. Thesetsare
available at stores like Casabla-
nea,Nilgiris and Aurobo-utique in
Pondicherry and Landma-rk, Natu-
rally Auroville and Higgin-bothams
in Chennni. “We soon plan to include
distributors in Mumbai, Bangalore
and the rest of the country,” she says.
Detalls: wwwagnijata.com
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indulgetinewindianexpress.com

Get ready for some progressive rock,
acoustic numbers and folk sounds at
SecSatPondy tonight

play anything from classic rock
to amblance music,'” offers
Leslie Alex, guitarist and vocal-
ist. Expect covers like Open Car
by Porcupine Tree, Hope Leaves
by Opeth and more. Bangalore-
based Black Sun, who are also
first-timers at the event, quote
Jimi Hendrix as an influence.
Our music is blues.rock with
sounds ingpired by classic rock
from the 80s and 80s, anything
from EricClaptonto Metallica,"
says Aditya Vishwanathan,
drummer, adding that the line
up ineludes covers like Sultans
of Swing and Voodoo Child.

T'he July 2011 edition of Live
Music — SecSatPondy will be
heldat Le Cafeon Beach Roadon
July 9 at 7pm. Detalls; 0418
2RI7949
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